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As a matter of policy and consistent with
past practice, the Administration will seek to
ensure that the assistance furnished under
this drawdown is not provided to any unit
of any foreign country’s security forces if that
unit is credibly alleged to have committed
gross violations of human rights unless the
government of such country is taking effec-
tive measures to bring the responsible mem-
bers of that unit to justice.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress immediately and to arrange for its
publication in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7129—National
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, 1998
September 30, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Domestic violence is a leading cause of in-

jury to American women, and teenage girls
between the ages of 16 and 19 experience
one of the highest rates of such violence. A
woman is battered every 15 seconds in the
Untied States, and 30 percent of female mur-
der victims are killed by current or former
partners. Equally disturbing is the impact of
domestic violence on children. Witnessing
such violence has a devastating emotional ef-
fect on children, and between 50 and 70 per-
cent of men who abuse their female partners
abuse their children as well. From inner cit-
ies to rural communities, domestic violence
affects individuals of every age, culture, class,
gender, race, and religion.

Combatting the violence that threatens
many of our Nation’s families is among my
highest priorities as President. Through the
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), in-
cluded in the historic Crime Bill I signed into
law, we have more than tripled funding for
programs that combat domestic violence and
sexual abuse—investing over half a billion
dollars since 1994. The Violence Against
Women Office at the Department of Justice,
which coordinates the Federal Government’s

implementation of the Act, is leading a com-
prehensive national effort to combine tough
Federal laws with assistance to State and
local programs designed to fight domestic vi-
olence and aid its victims. With VAWA
grants, communities across our country have
been able to hire more prosecutors and im-
prove domestic violence training among po-
lice officers, prosecutors, and health and so-
cial service professionals.

My Administration has also worked to
enact other important legislation that sends
the clear message that family violence is a
serious crime. The Interstate Stalking Pun-
ishment and Prevention Act of 1996 stiffens
the penalties against perpetrators who pur-
sue women across State lines to stalk, threat-
en, or abuse them; and an extension of the
Brady Law prohibits anyone convicted of a
domestic violence offense from owning a
firearm. Since 1996, the 24-hour National
Domestic Violence Hotline (1–800–799–
SAFE) we established has provided imme-
diate crisis intervention, counseling, and re-
ferrals for those in need, responding to as
many as 10,000 calls each month.

In observing the month of October as Na-
tional Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
we also recognize the dedicated efforts of
professionals and volunteers who take up this
cause every day, offering protection, guid-
ance, encouragement, and compassion to the
survivors of family violence. We reaffirm our
pledge to strengthen our collective national
response to crimes of domestic violence.
Most important, we strengthen our commit-
ment to raise public awareness of the fre-
quency of domestic violence, recognize the
signs of such violence, and intervene before
it escalates. If we are ever to erase the pain
of these heinous crimes, we must help vic-
tims become survivors and, once and for all,
end the scourge of violence in America’s
homes.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 1998 as
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. I call upon government officials, law
enforcement agencies, health professionals,
educators, community leaders, and the
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American people to join together to end the
domestic violence that threatens so many of
our people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of September, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 2, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 5.

Executive Order 13103—Computer
Software Piracy
September 30, 1998

The United States Government is the
world’s largest purchaser of computer-relat-
ed services and equipment, purchasing more
than $20 billion annually. At a time when
a critical component in discussions with our
international trading partners concerns their
efforts to combat piracy of computer soft-
ware and other intellectual property, it is in-
cumbent on the United States to ensure that
its own practices as a purchaser and user of
computer software are beyond reproach. Ac-
cordingly, by the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. It shall be the policy
of the United States Government that each
executive agency shall work diligently to pre-
vent and combat computer software piracy
in order to give effect to copyrights associ-
ated with computer software by observing
the relevant provisions of international agree-
ments in effect in the United States, includ-
ing applicable provisions of the World Trade
Organization Agreement on Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, the
Berne Convention for the Protection of Lit-
erary and Artistic Works, and relevant provi-
sions of Federal law, including the Copyright
Act.

(a) Each agency shall adopt procedures to
ensure that the agency does not acquire, re-

produce, distribute, or transmit computer
software in violation of applicable copyright
laws.

(b) Each agency shall establish procedures
to ensure that the agency has present on its
computers and uses only computer software
not in violation of applicable copyright laws.
These procedures may include:

(1) preparing agency inventories of the
software present on its computers;

(2) determining what computer software
the agency has the authorization to use; and

(3) developing and maintaining adequate
recordkeeping systems.

(c) Contractors and recipients of Federal
financial assistance, including recipients of
grants and loan guarantee assistance, should
have appropriate systems and controls in
place to ensure that Federal funds are not
used to acquire, operate, or maintain com-
puter software in violation of applicable
copyright laws. If agencies become aware
that contractors or recipients are using Fed-
eral funds to acquire, operate, or maintain
computer software in violation of copyright
laws and determine that such actions of the
contractors or recipients may affect the in-
tegrity of the agency’s contracting and Fed-
eral financial assistance processes, agencies
shall take such measures, including the use
of certifications or written assurances, as the
agency head deems appropriate and consist-
ent with the requirements of law.

(d) Executive agencies shall cooperate
fully in implementing this order and shall
share information as appropriate that may be
useful in combating the use of compute soft-
ware in violation of applicable copyright laws.

Sec. 2. Responsibilities of Agency Heads.
In connection with the acquisition and use
of computer software, the head of each exec-
utive agency shall:

(a) ensure agency compliance with copy-
right laws protecting computer software and
with the provisions of this order to ensure
that only authorized computer software is ac-
quired for and used on the agency’s comput-
ers;

(b) utilize performance measures as rec-
ommended by the Chief Information Offi-
cers Council pursuant to section 3 of this
order to assess the agency’s compliance with
this order;


